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Journal  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention 


Missionaries  appointed  in  Jackson 


RICHMOND,  Va.  (BP  and  local  reports) 
—  Tommy  Reed  (not  his  real  name)  was 
soaked  to  the  bone.  The  27-year-old  mis¬ 
sionary  was  caught  in  a  torrential  down¬ 
pour  as  he  rode  nis  motorcycle  to  a  Bible 
study  in  a  remote  Philippine  village. 

He  found  shelter  under  a  thatcned-roof 
shed  and  stumbled  upon  the  woman  who 
would  one  day  become  his  church-planti¬ 
ng  partner  —  and  his  bride. 

Reed  and  his  wife  were  among  46 
Southern  Baptist  missionaries  appointed  by 
trustees  of  the  International  Mission  Board 
(IMB)  in  two  services.  May  6  at  First 
Church,  Jackson,  and  May  5  at  Broadview 
Missionary  Baptist  Church  in  Broadview,  IL 
The  appointment  services  were  the 
last  for  IMB  President  Jerry  Rankin,  a 
Mississippi  native,  before  his  retirement 
on  July  31.  Rankin  and  his  wife  Bobbye, 
both  graduates  of  Baptist-affiliated 
Mississippi  College  in  Clinton,  will 
reside  in  me  Clinton  area. 

Tommy  Reed's  wife  Karen  (not  her  real 
name)  remembers  the  rainy  night  when 
she  met  her  future  husband,  now  more 


stoning  certificate  to  an  unidentified  missionary  (left)  during  the  May  6  service  at  First 
Church,  Jackson.  Assisting  Rankin  was  IMB  trustee  Vickie  Mascagni,  member  of 
Morrison  Heights  Church,  Clinton.  (Photo  by  William  H.  Perkins  Jr.) 


never  befriended  a  foreigner,  much  less 
entertained  an  American  in  their  home. 

The  Filipino  family  invited  him  inside 
anyway  and  since  Tommy  couldn't  go  to 
his  Bible  study,  Karen's  father  asked  nun  to 
share  the  Gospel  with  them  instead. 

Reed,  a  Tennessean  who  was  working 
with  another  missions  organization  at  the 
time,  spent  the  next  16  months  teaching  foe 
family  about  Jesus,  eventually  leading  Karen, 
her  mother;  brother  and  sister  to  Chnst 
In  2006,  Reed  and  Karen  were  married 
and  are  now  heading  to  Southeast  Asia  to 
plant  churches  together.  — 

Though  the  Reeds'  romantically 
inspired  tale  is  unusual,  it  shares  a  com¬ 
mon  thread  with  the  stories  of  all  new  viewing  her  for  a  college  scholarship  that 
appointees  in  the  sense  that  every  mission-  she  wanted  to  use  her  "accounting  skills  to 
ary' a  call  Is  unique.  positively  impact  others,"  possibly  by 

Shawn  Smith  (not  his  real  name)  working  for  a  nonprofit  organization, 
remembers  hearing  God  audibly  confirm  "This  wasn't  foe  first  time  I  received  this 
his  calling  to  missions  at  age  18  while  reaction,  but  it  was  what  I  desperately 
attending  a  youth  camp.  wanted  to  do,"  the  26-year-old  Texas 

"My  Bible  study  leaders  encouraged  us  accountant  says.  "I  began  to  pray,  and  God 
to  focus  on  prayer  as  a  two-way  con  versa-  opened  a  door  for  me  to  impact  lostness. " 
tion  with  Goa.  One  night,  as  we  were  Sweet  is  now  moving  to  South  America 
singing,  I  was  praying  to  God  about  my  to  plant  churches  and  serve  with  foe  [MB's 
future.  Smith  says.  *1  told  Him  that  I  finance  department, 
wanted  to  go  to  foe  mission  field,  but  that  Church  wasn't  an  option  for  Michael  Kim 
I  would  not  unless  He  led  me  there.  (not  his  real  name),  whose  parents  strictiy  for- 

"I  asked  God  if  that  was  His  will  for  bade  him  from  attending  the  lone 
me.  Then  I  waited  in  silence.  After  some  Presbyterian  congregation  in  the  South 
time  passed,  I  heard  an  audible  'Yes.'  Korean  town  where  he  mew  up.  As  the  eldest 
Startled,  I  jumped  up  and  looked  son,  he  held  the  role  of  family  priest,  respon- 
a round.  Everyone  was  still  singing.  I  sible  for  leading  ancestor  worship  rituals, 
realized  that  God  had  spoken."  He  was  drawn  to  Jesus  nonetheless  and 

Smith  and  his  wife  Elise  (not  her  real  became  a  believer  at  age  16,  the  first  in  38 
name),  along  with  their  three  children,  are  generations  of  his  family.  His  new  faith 
now  bound  for  Central  Asia.  enraged  his  parents  whobeat  him,  threat- 

As  a  preschooler  in  Tkiwan,  Lee  Chen  ened  to  disown  him,  and  threw  his  Bibles 
(not  his  real  name)  first  heard  the  Gospel  into  the  fire.  Kim  eventually  smuggled  a 
from  American  missionaries  who  visited  Bible  into  his  room  and  read  secretly  in 
his  kindergarten.  "They  gave  us  candy,  bed,  hiding  under  the  sheets, 
crackers,  milk,  and  pencils.  They  also  By  the  time  he  finished  college,  he'd 
brought  the  love  of  Jesus,"  Chen  says.  read  through  the  Bible  seven  times. 
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Day  of  Prayer  held  despite  judge's 

WASHINGTON  (BP  and  Jimmy  Carta;  niled  that  a  statute  1968  the  Law  was  amended  to  set  Tb  trv  to 


local  reports)  —  Tens  of  thou-  setting  a  day 
sands  of  people  gathered  Day  of  Prayer 
throughout  the  United  States  al,  amounting  I 
on  May  6  to  observe  the  call  for  neligxx. 

National  Day  of  Praver,  an  “On  this  i 
annual  event  buffeted  by  an  thanks  for  th< 

adverse  court  ruling  this  year.  God  has  best  _ _ 

_  "Prayer  h  the  most  power-  nation,"  tte  president  said.  "Let 


e  National  the  first  Thursday  of  May  for  its 

jnsdtuboiv  observance.  The  law  states,  The 

■’vrnment.il  president  shall  issue  each  year  a 

n.  proclamation  designating  the 

t  us  give  first  Thursday  in  May  as  a 
r  blessings  National  Day  of  Prayer  on 
upon  jour  which  the  people  of  the  United 

ful  resource  we  have  in  this  fi^ 

.  .  .  .  dom  both  to  believe  and  to  live  groups  and  as  individuals,' 

a  last  resort,  Franklin  our  beliefs,  and  for  the  many  Events  das  yew  included  ser- 
Graham,  honorary  chairman  of  other  freedoms  and  opportune  vices  at  tfe  Cm  House  Office 
die  National  Day  of  Prayer  ties  that  bring  us  together  ro  one  Building  in  Waafwwton.  on  the 
Task  Force,  wrote  in  a  state-  nation.  Let  us  ask  lor  wisdom,  steps  of  the  CapitoT  and  at  the 
mod  urging  the  nation  to  pray.  compaa*on.  and  discernment  of  Pentagon,  when-  Graham  was 
"hen  unbelievers  pray  for  Justice  as  we  address  the  great  drifovted  to  crete  of 

repeitanoe  of  sin  and  ask  for  challenges  of  our  time.'  ''  criticism  over  comments  he 
Gotfs  forgiveness,  prayer  is  the  Obama  suggested  prayer  for  made  in  the  past  about  Islam, 
spuifoal  dynamite  that  obiter-  those  suffering  from  natural  di»-  Graham,  who  sad  he  would 

ates  the  darkness  and  despair  of  a  asters  in  Haiti,  Chile  and  efae-  stifl  pray  for  tte  military  awl 
siivsoaked  soul"  Graham,  son  of  where;  the  families  of  the  Vtest  from  the  official  service,  released 
evangdist  Billy  Graham  wrote.  Virginia  coal  miners  who  died  a  2010  Prayer  for  tte  Natfonal 
"For  those  who  have  already  in  April;  members  of  the  Armed  Day  of  Prayer  as  a  guide  foe  those 
experienced  the  grace  of  Faroes  and  their  families;  and  wJ»  wanted  to  participate  In  if. 
Almighty  God  through  faith  in  the  "unsung  heroes'  who  strug-  he  noted  that  President  Lmnki 
the  Lord  Jesus  Quart,  prayer  gle  to  build  their  communities  proclaimed  that  the  nation 

becomes  the  (Maiyst  for  feflow-  and  raise  their  families.  should  set  apart  a  day  for  a 


life;  yet,  many  only  turn  to  it  as 
a_  last  resort,*’ 


BAPTISTS 


The  Second 
Front  Page 


"By  Upping  into  the  chan¬ 
nel  by  which  we  commune 
with  the  One  who  calls  His 
children  ‘friends/  we  can 
receive  His  strength  in  our 
weakness;  His  guidance  in  our 
steps;  and  His  mercy  when  we 
stumble  along  life's  path." 

A  National  Day  of  Prayer 
observance  was  held  on  the 
south  steps  of  the  New 
Capitol  In  downtown  Jackson. 

President  Obama  issued  a 
proclamation  April  30  inviting 
Americans  to  give  thanks,  days 
after  a  federal  judge  in 
Wisconsin,  appointed  by 
Democratic  fonner  President 


wise  give  thanks,  in  accor-  the  deceitfulness  of  our  own 
dance  with  their  own  faiths  hearts,  that  all  ttese  Mr 
and  consciences,  for  our  many  were  produced  by  nw  superior 
freedoms  and  blessings,  and  I  wisdom  and  virtue  of  our  own," 
invite  all  people  of  faiBi  to  join  Lincoln  said. '-Mb  have  become 
me  in  asking  for  God's  contin-  too  self-sufficient  to  feel  the 
ued  guidance,  grace  and  pro-  necessity  of  redeeming  and  pro¬ 
tection  as  we  meet  the  dial-  serving  grace,  too  proud  to  prav 
lenges  before  us,"  Obama  said,  to  the  God  who  made  us.  It 
The  White  House  decided  to  behooves  us  then  -  to  cartes 
appeal  the  federal  judge's  our  national  an  and  to  pray  tor 


commitment  to  keep  Ai 
world  of  teens  and  teen 


I 


A  Cooperative  Program  primer 


The  just-released  Great  Commission 
Resurgence  Task  Force  report  has  certainly 
generated  a  lot  of  buzz  around  Mississippi. 
The  Task  Force  was  appointed  by  Southern 
_  Baptist  Convention  President  Johnny  Hunt 

H  nTTOR  Q  and  charged  with  no  less  a  responsibility 

T  J  than  finding  a  way  to  position  the  conven- 

[\l  OXF  ROOK  h°n  to  achieve  our  Lord  and  Savior's  Great 
1  Commission  (Matthew  28:lS-20)  as  soon  in 

the  21st  century  as  possible. 

Along  with  many  good  con¬ 
cepts  listed  in  the  report,  which 
can  be  downloaded  and  read  in  its 
entirety  at  www.Pray4GCR.com, 
is  a  proposal  to  expand  the  defin¬ 
ition  of  giving  to  SBC  causes  to 
include  outside  funding  of  mis¬ 
sions  endeavors  by  churches. 

For  example,  a  church  could 
choose  to  fund  a  missionary  to  be 
sent  to  the  field  by  the  church  — 
which  is  the  church's  right  under 
our  Baptist  system  or  gover¬ 
nance,  of  course,  but  currently 
that  funding  is  not  counted  as 
William  H.  giving  to  the  Cooperative 

FeAta»Jt 

Editor  would  allow  such  outside  fund- 

_ _ * _  ing  to  be  counted  along  with 

Cooperative  Program  dollars  which  go  to 
fund  larger  Southern  Baptist  causes  such  as 
seminaries  and  missions  boards. 

Supporters  contend  that  all  giving  to 
any  type  of  Southern  Baptist  work,  such 
as  the  example  in  the  previous  para-  • 
graph,  should  be  counted  as  gifts  to  the 
SBC.  Gifts  to  the  Cooperative  Program 
would  be  a  "component"  of  Great 
Commission  giving,  according  to  R. 
Albert  Mohler  Jr.,  president  of  Southern 
Seminary  in  Louisville,  Kv.,  member  of 
the  task  Jorce,  and  one  of  the  principal 
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Reducing  the  Cooperative 
Program  to  a  simple  line  item  in  * 

the  Great  Commission  Giving  »*•* 
spreadsheet  has  raised  con¬ 
cerns.  Morris  Chapman,  a  < 
native  of  Kosciusko  and  * 
president  of  the  Executive  a 
Committee  of  the  j 
Southern  Baptist  •  j 

Convention  in  Nashville,  \ 
is  one  of  those  expressing  q 
unease  with  the  proposal. 

The  task  force’s  final 
report  "elevates  designated 
contributions*  to  mean  the 
same  in  terms  of  cooperation  as 
‘contributions  made  to  the  whole" 
of  Southern  Baptist  work  through  the 
Cooperative  Program,  according  to  a 
white  paper  released  by  Chapman,  a 
graduate  of  Baptist-affiliated  Mississippi 
College  in  Clinton. 

As  the  debate  heats  up  prior  to  and 
during  the  report's  presentation  to  mes¬ 
sengers  at  die  SBC  annual  meeting  in 
Orlande  this  June,  it  would  help  to  have  a 
general  understanding  of  the  Cooperative 
Program  that  eludes  so  many  of  us.  We 
know  that  we  give  to  our  churches,  but 
where  does  the  money  go  after  that? 

Under  the  Cooperative  Program  con¬ 
cept  local  churches  collect  gifts  from 
church  members  and  retain  a  portion  of 
those  gifts  to  fund  the  work  of  that 
church.  This  includes  everything  from 
light  bulbs  and  parking  lot  pavement  to 
church  staff  salaries  and  youth  mission 
trips.  The  portion  the  church  retains  is 
determinea  by  the  church  itself. 

After  the  church  retains  a  portion  for 
its  work,  the  remainder  of  the  gifts  is  for¬ 
warded  to  the  state  convention  with 
which  the  local  church  is  affiliated  (in  our 
case,  die  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention). 


uiicu  to  acu^cts  a i  me  annum  uicruiig  i 

perati  ve  Orlande  this  June,  it  would  help  to  have 
roposaL  general  understanding  of  the  Cooperativ 
i  Giving,  Program  that  eludes  so  many  of  us.  VS 
ie  fund-  know  that  we  give  to  our  churches,  bi 


The  state  convention  accepts  the 
gifts  from  local  churches  and 
—  •*  retains  a  portion  for  statewide 

work  supporting  local 
e  church  missions,  such  as 
*  youth  summer  camping, 
a  Bible  Drill,  the  Christian 
*  Action  Commission,  and 
Baptist  Student  Unions 
f  on  our  college  and  uni¬ 
versity  campuses.  That 


0  messengers  to  the  annual 
_  „  meeting  of  the  Mississippi 

Baptist  Convention. 

After  the  state  convention 
retains  a  portion  of  gifts  for  its  work, 
the  remainder  of  the  money  is  forwarded 
to  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention, 
which  uses  their  share  to  fund  such  pro¬ 
grams  as  the  International  Mission 
Board,  the  convention's  seminaries,  and 
SBC  campgrounds  like  Ridgecrest 
Conference  Center  in  North  Carolina. 
How  the  SBC  spends  its  share  is  deter¬ 
mined  by  messengers  to  the  annua]  meet- 
ingof  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention. 

This  simple  funding  formula  has  been 
blessed  by  God  to  the  point  that  the 
Cooperative  Program  has  become  the  most 
effective  and  far-reaching  mechanism  for 
missions  funding  known  to  the  Protestant 
world  —  and  that's  no  exaggeration. 
Southern  Baptists'  faithful  givingTias  been 
multiplied  many  times  over  for  the  cause 
of  Christ,  at  home  and  all  around  the  globe. 

As  we  debate  the  future  of  the 
Cooperative  Program  in  coming  weeks,  it 
would  help  to  have  an  even  deeper 
understanding  of  the  issues  at  hand.  May 
we  study  hard,  be  informed,  and  speak 
the  truth  in  love.  Those  steps  would  go  a 
long  way  toward  showing  a  lost  world 
what  it  really  means  to  be  a  ChrisHkh. 
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What  is  it  about 
spring  that  drives  a 
mom  to  cleaning, 
organizing,  and  general  home 
maintenance?  Perhaps  it  is 
the  desire  for  a  fresh  start 
after  a  dark  winter,  or  it  could 
be  the  longing  for  our  homes 
to  be  as  bright  and  carefree  as 
the  world  around  us. 

Recently,  I  found  myself 
armed  with  drop  cloths, 
brushes,  and  a  stepladder  as  I 
tended  to  some  much-needed 
interior  painting.  While  I 
worked,  I  listened  to  a  talk 
show  on  Christian  radio.  "I 
feel  like  I'm  not  doing  any¬ 
thing  for  God!"  moaned  one 
mom  who  called  in.  "I'm  just 
stuck  here  at  home  with  lour 
kids,  wiping:  noses  and  doing 
laundry.  Nothing  I  am  doing  is 
making  a  difference  for  Goa." 

I  nearly  fell  off  the  steplad¬ 
der!  How  could  this  dear 
woman  think  that  being  a  mom 
was  not  making  a  difference  for 
God?  Mothers  make  a  Kingdom 
difference,  every  day.  At  first 
glance,  wiping  noses,  doing 
laundry  ana  even  painting  a 
bathroom  are  tasks  that  may 
not  seem  to  make  a  huge  differ¬ 
ence,  compared  to  the  work  of  a 
missionary  or  a  minister. 

Do  not  be  deceived!  Every 
mom  has  a  mission  field,  a  min¬ 
istry  platform,  and  multiple 
outreach  opportunities. 


The  Baptist  Record 


I  Guest  Opinion: 

Is  your  home 
a  mission  field? 

By  Rebecca  Ingram  Powell 
Nashville 


•  Moms  have  a  mission  field. 
Where  do  people  get  the  idea 
that  missions  is  a  glamorous 
job?  Mv  friend  Mary  just  com¬ 
pleted  her  first  year  of  serving 
as  a  missionary  teacher  to 
Palestinian  children  in 
Jerusalem.  She  went  overseas  to 
wipe  noses  and  dry  tears,  some¬ 
thing  that  moms  do  every  day. 
Mary  says,  "Your  mission  field 
is  die  next  lost  person  you  see." 

That  little  person  asking  for 
juice  or  needing  a  diaper 
change  is  your  mission  field. 

•  Moms  have  a  ministry 
platform.  Candidates  want  the 
votes  of  the  soccer  moms.  Mo6t 
books  are  written  to  a  female 
audience.  Advertising  caters  to 
women.  Moms  have  a  platform, 
and  the  world  has  noticed.  Just 
like  a  pastor  who  takes  on  the 
challenges  of  the  pulpit  every 
Sunday,  mothers  take  on  die 


challenges  of  the  breakfast 
table,  the  carpool,  and  the  PTA. 

Are  you  speaking  with  wis¬ 
dom?  Is  faithful  instruction  on 
your  tongue?  Because  you  are 
the  mom,  you  have  your  chil¬ 
dren's  attention.  Because  you 
are  a  mom,  you  have  a  voice 
that  needs  to  be  heard. 

•  Moms  have  multiple  out¬ 
reach  opportunities.  Birthday 
parties.  School  field  trips.  Team 
sports.  Church  activities.  Do 
you  see  the  potential  for  build¬ 
ing  relationships?  Your  house 
serves  as  a  mission  outpost  for 
every  friend  your  child  brings 
home.  Your  kitchen  table  can 
serve  up  love  from  a  heart  that 
genuinely  cares  for  others.  Your 
desk  at  work  can  radiate  God's 
love  with  a  foamed  verse  of 
Scripture,  a  dish  of  candy  to 
share,  and  your  own  big  smile. 

Even  your  car  can  serve  the 


Lord.  When  it  is  your  turn  to 
carpool,  be  sure  your  car  is 
clean  and  comfortable,  and 
play  Christian  music  to  create 
an  atmosphere  that  both  kids 
and  adults  will  immediately 
recognize  as  different. 

How  can  we  look  at  our  daily 
lives  as  being  anything  less  than 
missional?  Are  you  viewing  the 
role  of  motherhood  from  the 
right  perspective?  Missionaries 
make  their  mark  by  living 
among  and  working  with  the 
people.  They  make  a  difference 
by  their  love.  In  die  same  way, 
even  a  pastor  cannot  make  a  dif¬ 
ference  unless  his  congregation 
has  seen  his  life,  and  ms  actions 
have  proven  him  to  be  real. 

•  Perhaps  your  attitude 
could  use  some  spring  clean¬ 
ing.  Get  rid  of  the  clutter  of 
wrong  thinking.  You  are 
Christ’s  hands  and  feet.  You 
are  making  a  difference 
because  you  are  investing 
your  life,  your  love,  and  your 
gifts  in  the  eternal  souls  of  the 
children  around  you. 

You  are  right  where  you  are 
supposed  to  be.  Mom,  Wake  up 
to  your  mission  field! 

Powell  is  a  pastor's  wife,  moth¬ 
er  of  three,  conference  spader,  and 
the  author  of  several  books.  Learn 
more  at  wwiaMomSeriotisly.com. 
Her  commentary  appears  courtesy 
of  Baptist  Press. 


2.  Christian  Women'*  Job  Corps,  McComb 


5.  Pastor  Earl  Clark,  First 
Church,  Morton,  was  pre¬ 
sented  a  matted,  framed 
print  from  the  congrega¬ 
tion  from  the  Scott 
County  Times  recognis¬ 
ing  him  as  one  of  the  out¬ 
standing  citizens  of  Scott 
County  on  Apr.  11. 

6.  New  Zion  Church, 
Walnut  Grove,  ordained 
Neal  Ogletree,  Chris 
McDill  and  Larry  Perkins 
as  deacons  Apr.  11.  Shown 


it  shall  be 


ltil  1  p.m.  Saturday, 
student  orientation 


AFFORDABLE  BEACHFRONT  A 
BEACHSIDE  VACATION  CONOOS 
Cult  Shore*  and  Orange ,  Beach, 
Alabama.  Bed  value  on  me  beach! 
Lowest  Prices!  Over  2S  Top  Quality 
Condos!  Owned  A  Operated  by 
Christian  Family  since  1988 
20S-556-0368  or  205-7S2-1231 


GET  THE  BEST  RATES  ON: 
Health  Insurance  and  Medicare 
Supplements.  Call  1-0OO-S41-8196  or 
visit  www.Tumer1nsuranceOnllne.com 


JACKSON 


and  repairs. 


Quitman, 


at  Lake  Lincoln.  $250.00  weakly,  $60.00 
nightly.  601  -643-881 7  or  601  -940*841 . 


Miss.,  phone  401 
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Have  fun  with  cryptography  and 
exercise  your  Bible  knowledge  A 
King  tarries  Vertton  Bible  verse  has 
been  encoded  by  letter  substitu¬ 
tion.  The  same  letter  is  substituted 
throughout  the  puzzle.  Solve  by 
trial  and  error.  Answer  to  last 
week  's  puzzle  :  Homans  She  Mark 
Three:  Twenty-Nine 


Years  ago  a  wise  old  feflo 
my  churcn  said,  “When 


my  church  said.  When  you 
come  to  a  fork  in  the  road,  take 
one.'  I  saw  some  brilliance  in 
what  he  was  saying  but  the 
longer  I  live  the  more  brilliant  he 
has  become.  For  every  one  of  us 
every  day  is  filled  with  fork-in- 
the-road  moments  Regardless  of 
who  or  where  you  are,  you  are 
involved  in  decision- making. 
With  every  decision,  you  are 
turning  toward  a  direction  and  at 
the  same  tone,  you  are  turning 
away  from  a  direction.  One  phi¬ 
losophy  simply  expresses  that  is 
what  life  is.  tt  is  an  accumulation 
of  decisions  going  to  the  right  or 
the  left  at  the  fork  in  the  road.  So 
how  do  you  go  about  deciding 
which  fork  to  take?  Three  little 
words  might  be  helpful  as  you 
face  the  tones  today. 


Jim  Futrol,  executive  director-treasurer 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board 


today, 
vord  is  “a 


t,*  Isn't 


the  dilemma  we  may  live  m  and 
the  things  that  we  may  be  fac¬ 
ing?  In  that  mat  instruction 
about  prsyet  Jesus  said  pray 
and  say,  "Lead  us."  He  does  not 
iust  throw  us  out  on  the  roads  of 
life  and  say,  "Do  the  best  you 
can."  Rather,  He  encourages  us 
to  look  to  Him  and  to  ask.  As 
you  may  know,  most  men  and 
some  women  prefer  not  to  ask 
for  directions.  Through  die 
years,  1  have  gotten  better  at  it 
but  at  one  point  my  theory  was 
if  you  have  gas  in  me  tank,  you 


point  B,  but  you  are  not  sure 
wtxch  direction  will  get  you  there 
in  the  most  appropriate  manner. 

More  ana  more  across  Our 
land,  here  in  our  state,  and  espe¬ 
cially  in  cities  and  towns,  we  are 
seeing  roads  that  are  built  where 
they  put  in  a  roundabout.  I  think 
these  things  come  from  overseas 
and  I  know  that  there  are  many 
of  them  in  England  and  some  in 
Washington.  DC.  Now  they  are 
being  put  everywhere.  Of 
course,  the  thinking  is  that  it  will 
keep  the  flow  of  traffic  moving 
ana  people  can  come  into  the 
roundabout,  get  off  where  they 
need  to,  and  go  where  they  need 
to  go.  It  sounds  like  a  great  idea, 
but  for  people  who  are  not  famil¬ 
iar  wrtn  the  roundabouts,  they 


The  third  word  that  is  vital  is 
"act"  Here  is  an  interesting  thing 
about  forks  in  the  road:  There  are 
people  who  ask  and  assess,  and 
men  think  that's  the  end  of  the 
process.  I  suppose  all  of  us  at 
times  get  stuck  in  an  assessment 
mode  and  spend  so  much  time 
and  energy  analyzing  something 
that  we  actually  mink  that  we  did 
something  because  we  spent  so 
much  effort.  However,  there  is  a 
moment  after  you  ask  and  God 


If  you  watch  carefully,  you 
will  see  a  lot  of  people  on  the 
road  of  life  who  are  standing  at 
the  fork  of  a  road  looking  left, 
looking  right,  watching  other 
people  pass  by  them,  and  at 
times  just  looking  puzzled  and 
bewildered.  There  they  stand 
from  sun  up  to  sun  down  star¬ 
ing  at  the  fork  in  the  road.  E 
certainly  would  not  encourage 
anyone  to  make  a  bad  deri¬ 
sion,  but  it  is  true  that  at  times 
it  is  almost  better  to  make  the 
wrong  derision  than  to  make 
no  decision.  You  might  have 
to  back  up  and  go  the  other 


to  back  up  and  go  the  other 
way,  but  you  cannot  stay  inde¬ 
cisive  forever  and  ever.  It  will 


guides  you  in  making  an  i 
ment  of  what  needs  to  be  done 
that  you  have  to  act.  Someone 
described  this  lack  of  action  as 
being  like  the  man  who  went  out 
hunting.  When  he  saw  the  game, 
he  took  his  rifle  and  it  was  ready 
aim,  and,  of  course,  the  next  step 
should  be  fire.  For  this  guy,  his 
continuous  process  was  ready  - 
aim,  ready  -  aim,  ready  -  aim, 
and  he  never  got  to  the  action 
moment 
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riven  unto  you."  God  will 

CuMf  yOU  ■  II  OrnTlOrTiCr  oiKJ 

faith  you  adt  Him. 

The  second  word  1  would 
give  you  is  "assess."  In  making 
derisions,  there  are  « lot  of  things 
that  need  to  be  taken  into  account 
and  the  best  thing  is  to  accumu¬ 
late  aO  of  the  information  that  is 
available  to  you  and  then  make  a 
decision  as  to  what  you  will  do 
and  where  you  need  to  go.  At 
times,  you  just  do  not  seem  to 
have  enough  information.  At 
times,  the  direction  you  think 
you  need  to  go  is  not  the  direc¬ 
tion  that  you  can  go.  You  know 
you  want  to  get  from  point  A  to 


Tne  other  day  as  1  was  dri¬ 
ving  into  a  roundabout,  a  dri¬ 
ver  in  front  of  me  was  stopped 
at  the  yield  sign.  There  was  no 
one  coming  and  this  driver 
obviously  just  wanted  to  turn 
left  and  go  down  the  road  that 
was  headed  in  the  direction 
that  they  wanted  to  go.  The 
problem  was  that  you  had  to 
turn  right  and  drive  around  the 
roundabout  in  order  to  go  left. 
Do  you  follow  me? 
Apparently,  the  driver  had 
never  been  tn  this  situation  and 
he  did  not  know  where  to  turn. 
I  wanted  to  help  but  I  had  no 
appropriate  words  pro¬ 
grammed  into  my  car  horn  that 
would  say  "It's  okay.  Just  go 
to  die  right  and  then  go  that 
direction.  So  I  sat  there  and 
sat  there  because  the  driver  in 
front  of  me  sat  there  and  sat 


drive  you  crazy  and  you  obvi¬ 
ously  will  go  nowhere. 

Putting  it  all  together,  keep 
in  mind  that  if  you  ask  tne 
Lord,  He  will  guide  you.  If  you 
flunk  it  through  the  best  you 
can  with  what  gray  matter  the 
Lord  has  given  you  and  with 
the  information  you  have  at 
hand,  then  you  can  act.  By  Elis 
grace  and  step  by  step  in  Elis 
love,  you  can  move  forward. 

So  today,  when  you  come  to 
a  fork  in  tne  road,  take  it! 


The  author  can  be  contacted  at 

'ft  I  ifrfft.llll  ll  T.U1 
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1.  Tenth  District 

Chancery  Court  Judge  James 
Thomas  Jr.  will  address  grad¬ 
uates  receiving  master 
degrees  at  William  Carey 
University  May  14  at  7  p.m. 
In  Smith  Auditorium. 


on  June  3.  Freshmen  orienta¬ 
tion  will  run  from  11:30  a.m. 
until  6  p.m.  on  June  4. 
Among  otner  key  dates:  there 
will  be  freshmen  orientation 


there.  Finally,  the  driver  fig¬ 
ured  out  what  needed  to  be 


done.  You  could  just  see  the 
assessment  taking  place.  We 
have  all  been  there  and  if  possi¬ 
ble,  we  need  to  assess  where  we 
are  supposed  to  go  and  when. 


2.  Orientation  pro¬ 
grams  this  summer  will 
attract  hundreds  of  incoming 
freshmen,  transfer  students 
and  parents  to  Mississippi 
College.  The  first  two  ses¬ 
sions  June  3-4  on  the  Clinton 
campus  will  be  followed  by 
evening  visits  to  Trustmark 
Park  in  Pearl  to  see 
Mississippi  Braves  baseball 
games.  The  sessions  begin 
with  transfer  orientation 
from  11:30  a.m.  until  6  p.m. 


is  scheduled  on  July  8  from  9 
a.m.  until  2  p.m.  Freshmen 
orientation  July  9-10  runs 
from  6  p.m.  that  Friday  until 
1  p.m.  Saturday.  More  ses¬ 
sions  will  occur  in  August 
before  fall  classes  begin.  For 


before  fall  classes  begin.  For 
m<  re  information,  contact 
the  MC  Office  of  Enrollment 
Services  at  (601)  925-3800  or 
Kyle  Brantley  at 
brantley9mc.edu. 


FIRST  BAPTIST  CHURCH  OF  MT  Olive 
Is  now  accepting,  resumes  for  a  full¬ 
time  Minister  of  Administration  A 
Education.  Please  submit  resumes  or 
question*  by  e-mail  to 


question*  by  e-mail  to 
shellaftxmo.org 

■APm?  MINISTER  WITH  30  YEARS 


experience  seeking  employment  In  the 
following  areas:  Pastor,  Associate 


Awtor,  pulpit  supply,  or  revivals.  Please 
contact  Rev.  Richard  C.  Arceneau*  at 
601-3844)473  or  email:  rcarce- 
neaswOcox.net _ _ 


2  bdttba,  Ml  Idchan.  greet 
National  Ft  $9Vnde  832-9; 


M  view  of 
-922-0401  / 


National  Ft  $9Vnde  832-922-0401  / 

txSw4760aaR.net _ _ 

CARROU.  BAPTIST  CHURCH  WALKER, 
LA  It  tow  receiving  resume*  for  pet- 
tor.  Ftaate  tend  mom  to  P.O.  Box 
222,  Walker,  LA  70785  and  to  the 
attention  of  the  ftstor  Search  Team. 
Cut-off  data  It  May  31rt.  H  you  have 
any  question*  give  me  a  call  at  <2251 
936-0200.  I  am  serving  at  Ihe  transi¬ 
tional  Fauor  at  this  time.  Thanks! 


TWO  ORLANOO  CONOOS  AVAILABLE 

for  |une  4-11.  Both  am  two-bedrooms 
(sleep  4-6)  at  Calypso  Cay  Resort 
(calypsocay.com),  7  nights,  have 
kitchen*  and  ate  only  $1000.00  each  . 

Call  Allen  •601-527-2829. _ 

ROOK  FOR  VALE- 'GOO'S  ENCOUNTER 
With  Man',  one  of  die  greatest  books 
on  Salvation  since  the  New  Testament. 
Every  Christian  should  own  one;  every 
Minister,  Sunday  School  Teachers, 
every  Christian.  $12.99.  Order  from 
Dr.  Tom  Wood,  293  Driftwood  Drive, 

Meridian.  Ate.  39305. _ 

STAINED  GLASSWORKS,  INC,  SERVMG 
MS  A  AL  since  1992.  Call  800405-2970 


SENIOR  PASTOR  WANTED.  OUR 
church  averages  9S0  in  worship. 
Currently  we  have  three  Sunday  morning 
services  as  well  as  Sunday  evening  and 
Wednesday  evening  services.  Send 
resumes  So:  Search  Team,  501  W.  Sixth  SL, 
Muscle  Shoals,  AJ  35661  or 


MORRISON  CHAPEL  RAPTIST 

Church,  Cleveland,  Mississippi  is  seek- 
ingan  AssoctaSeftbglh  Pastor  Candidate 
should  be  passionate  about  introducing 
youth  to  lotus  Christ  and  helping  them 
develop  and  gow.  MCBC  is  currently 
building  a  new  sanctuary  increasing 
capacity  from  200-400.  Submit  resume 
to:  Brad  Keeton  SOI  South  Leflore, 

Cleveland  MS  38732 


PART-TIME  SECRETARY  -  IS  •  20 
hours  a  week.  QuickBoolo  experience 
preferred.  Please  send  resume  to 
Pinivlew  Baptist  Church  1288  Clintort- 
Raymond  Rd  Clinton,  MS  39056  or 
email  it  to  pineviewbcObellsouth.ntS 


35E3EHE 


ORA  IS  SEEKING  A  P/T 

Children's  Minister.  Please  send 
resumes  to  P.O.  Box  163.  Flora,  MS 
39071  Or  E-mail  to 
icolefbcflora.org 


1.  Holcomb  Church,  13.  Cedar 

Holcomb,  will  host  Good  Olive  I 

Hines  Express  in  concert  commi 

May  30,  5  pan.,  followed  taring 

by  hamburgers  at  6.  A  Cheryl 

love  offering  will  be  pjn,  p 

received.  dinner 


Cain  upon  her  retirement 
after  16  years  of  service  as 
secretary /treasurer. 
Shown  are  Scott  Cockroft. 
Cain,  and  Robert  Magee. 

Parkway  Church, 

Hernando,  recently  expe¬ 
rienced  revival  with  39 
decisions  with  20  bap¬ 
tisms.  Shown  is  pastor 


2.  Cornersville  Church,  14. 
Potts  Camp,  will  cele¬ 
brate  Joe  Epting's  50th 
year  of  pastoring  church¬ 
es  May  15,  2  pan.,  with  a 
reception  following. 

3.  Lakeside  Church, 

Hattiesburg,  will  offer 
Vacation  Bible  School  June 
7  -11,  6-9  p.m.  Roundup 
June  4,  4  -  6  p.m.;  com¬ 
mencement  Fri.,  6  pm 

15. 

4.  Antioch  Church, 

Brandon:  Vacation  Bible 
School,  June  6  -  10,  6  -  9 
p.m.  Commencement  June 

11,  6  p.m.  16. 

5.  Pastor  Ken  White  of  New 
Prospect  Church,  Oxford, 
was  presented  a  certifi-  17. 
cate  by  Jim  FutraL  execu¬ 
tive  director-treasurer. 


nizing  the  church's  100 
year  anniversary  Apr.  25. 

6.  Puckett  Church,  Puckett, 

is  hosting  its  2nd  annual 
ladies'  night  out  May  15, 6 
p.m.  Door  prizes,  refresh¬ 
ments,  ana  childcare  pro¬ 
vided.  Becky  Brown. 
Little  Brown  Light 
Ministries,  speaker. 

7.  Ml.  Vernon  Church, 
Eupora,  will  have  a 
memorial  service  May  16, 
11  a.m.  Archie  England. 


11.  Beacon  Church, 

Hattiesburg,  will  offer 
Vacation  Bible  School 
June  7  -  11,  6  -  8:30  pan. 

12.  First  Church,  Satartia, 
and  Satartia  Methodist 
Church  will  present  the 
Satartia  Fellowship  Rally 


Max  13. 2010 


8.  Montgomery  Church, 

Summit,  is  hosting  the 

17.  Plainway  Church,  Laurel 

Southern  Plainsmen  in 
concert  May  30,  6  pan. 

9.  New  Life  Fellowship, 
Oakland,  is  hosting  the 
Master’s  Quartet  in  con¬ 
cert  May  15,  7  pan. 

10.  Hsrrisville  Church, 

Harrisville,  is  hosting 
The  Perrys  in  concert  May 
16,  5:30  p.m.  A  love  offer- 

Practical  Principles 


bon  analogy  throughout  In 


I  Chapman  dial-  historically  have  defined  Program  as  the  metric  of  partic-  barrier'  of  the  CP  Allocation 

lenged  those  who  Southern  Baptists  as  cooperat-  ipabon  in  the  Convention."  Budget  to  the  IMB"  ...  "But, 

agree  with  his  ing  for  the  Great  Commission."  Chapman  said  he  had  bibli-  amazingly,  nowhere  in  the 
concerns  to  attend  "[TJhe  Cooperative  Program  cal  concerns  about  the  task  report  are  churches  asked  to  set 

the  annual  meet-  IS  our  Great  Commission  force's  position  that  churches  a  giving  goal  for  their  contribu- 

ing  "as  a  messen-  Giving!"  he  wrote.  need  the  motivation  of  receiv-  tions  through  the  Cooperative 

ger  from  your  "Sadly,  the  'bait'  of  'Great  ing  "greater  recognition  for  Program,"  he  wrote, 
church'  and  Commission  Giving"  will  hue  designated  gifts...  Chapman  also  expressed  dis- 

oppose  the  recom-  unwary  Southern  Baptists  to 
mendation  to  ere-  'switch'  from  cooperating  with 
ate  the  new  the  whole  of  our  missions  and 
nomenclature  and  ministries,"  he  wrote,  adding 
category  of  giving,  that  this  would  lead  to  "a  revival 
isippi  Baptists  were  of  the  old  Indeper 
-esented  on  the  task  model  of  societal  gi 
rich  was  appointed  by  He  also  said  the 
ident  Johnny  Hunt.  new  terminology  a 
nan  said  the  GCRTF  would  cause  mar 
makes  tire  Cooperative 


"What's 


that  is  based  on  receiving  Moon  and  Annie  Armstrong  spe- 
recognition  (Matthew  6:1-8),  dal  offerings  ($200  million  and 
Chapman  wrote.  $100  million  annually,  respective- 

"It  also  seems  oddly  contra-  hr,  by  2015X  the  task  force  report 
dictory  to  give  more  recognition  ''failed  to  set  financial  goals''  for 
to  thewe  who  are  less  coopera-  annual  contributions  through  fire 
five  in  their  giving  than  those  Cooperative  Program  for  the 
who  are  more  cooperative  (see  2  whole  of  Southern  Baptist  work. 
I  Samuel  24  and  2  Corinthians  Chapman  concluded  his 

■am  to  8),'  he  added.  "Our  greatest  white  paper  by  saying  he  felt 
successes  for  God's  Kingdom  "compelled  to  write  about  the 
have  come  when  we  worked  dangers"  he  sees  in  fire  GCRTF 
together  cooperatively."  proposal.  'The  proposal  to  intro- 

Chapman  expressed  his  duce  the  nomendature  of  'Great 
Concern  5,  "Mere  Commission  Giving'  appears  at 
Reallocation  Creates  No  New  first  glance  to  be  innocuous,"  he 
Money,"  in  terms  of  what  he  said.  Tt  is  anything  but 
called  a  "glaring  omission."  "How  disheartening  it 
The  final  report  "calls  on  would  be  if  eighty-five  years  of 
individual  donors  to  quadruple  cooperative  efforts  ware  to 
their  avt  -rage  contributions  ...  to  come  to  a  screeching  halt  at  the 
their  churches" ...  "state  conven-  Convention  in  Orlando  because 
tions  to  increase  to  50%  the  per-  -  of  a  single  vote!"  he  said. 


to  devaluation  of  the  category  to  give  more  throug 
rative  Program  name.  the  Cooperative  Program, 


because  its  final  report  "takes  Cooperative  missions  and  Chapman  wrote.  In  effect  he 
away  with  the  left  hand  what  it  ministries  are  what  define  said,  the  new  category  creates  a 
affirms  with  the  right."  The  Southern  Baptists,  not  what  new  metric  for  measuring  par- 
task  force  "elevates  designated  individual  congregations  do  tkipation  in  the  convention 
contributions"  to  mean  the  alone.  Chapman  said.  Calling  (Concern  3).  'If  the  GCTF  is  as  individual  donors  to 
same  in  terms  of  cooperation  as  the  Cooperative  Program  a  serious  as  it  says  it  is  about 
"contributions  made  to  the  "brand"  known  by  Christians  retaining  the  primacy  of  the 
whole"  of  Southern  Baptist  around  the  world,  he  said  the  Cooperative  Program,"  he 


May  U  2010 
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6.  Covenant  Church,  Green  County 


6.  Covenant  Church, 
■Green  County,  recog¬ 
nizes  its  Bible  drillers: 
top  to  bottom,  Carey 
McLain,  Mason  McLain, 
Aleshia  Washington, 
Briana  Becker,  and 
Jeremiah  Becker. 

7.  Walthall  .  Church, 
Webster  Association,  rec¬ 
ognizes  its  Bible  drillers 
and  speaker's  tourna¬ 
ment  parbcipanle.  ■ 

8.  Liberty  Church,  Fkmood, 

recognizes  its  children's 
and  youth  Bible  drillers. 

9.  Indian  Springs  Church, 
Laurel,  recognizes  its 
Bible  drillers. 
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WELLNESS  AND  ACCOUNT  CHECKUPS 
AT  THE  GUIDESTONE  BOOTH 

MARK  US  DOWN  FOR  SOME  ONE  |  ON  |  ONE  TIME. 


■  Stop  by  ourWelness  Boolhtor  a  HXEh— icMetow. 

X  Visit  our  start  tor  a  personal  rewew  «l  yew  nfeMrt  mxmmt  mi  1mm 
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7.  Walthall  Church,  Webster  Association 
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Bible  Drills 
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1.  Bethsaida  Church 


W  5  . 


2.  Mississippi  Association 


3.  Rocky  Point  Church,  Carthage 


Mexican  Riviera  Cruise 

Plus...  San  Francisco  -  Big  Sur  Coastline  -  Hears!  Castle 
ExdueJvt  Float  Viewing  -  The  Rom  Parade  -  San  Diego 

15  Daya  Daparta  Oacambar  26, 2010  from  $1598* 


a  7 rrm i ixTu * IT*! 


8Wrt  h  San  Frandaoo  lor  two  righto  with  oMy  loir.  Trawl  tout)  and  vto* 
Montorsy.ttw  17  MtoOriw.  and  toka  CaMorria't  aoaric  Highway  One,  toong 
BigSur  Tour  toe  Hunt  Caste  and  apart  one  rigK  In  to  San  tuto  Obispo 
ana  Vtt  to*  Oantoh  Vtoaga  ol  Sohang  in  rate  to  Loo  Angatot.  Taka  achy 
lour  of  Holywort,  Bawdy  HBa  and  LA  pkn  anjoy  an  axdualw  YUT,  alter 
pMfc  trass,  141  doaa.  pre-parade  Boat  viewing.  T*  to  toe  vtiste  aid  watt 
•w  hntohing  kxjches  put  on  the  loato,  unencumbered  by  puMc  crowdal  On 
12/31  haw  a  ftss  day  or  tafct  an  option*  tour  to  tosJ.  Paul  Getty  Museum  md 
Raagan  Ltoranr.  On  New  Year’s  Day.  yout  be  taken  to  Paaadwa  for  thfUSoae 
Parade  wtth  naeenwd  grandstand  seats.  Board  Holland’s  deluxe.  state-oMhe- 
art  Oostardam  1/2/10  In  San  Diego  for  a  6-night  Mexican  Riviera  cruiee  to 
Puerto  Vakarta,  and  Cabo  San  Lucas!  Spend  one  day  and  right  In  Sv  Diego 
whh  an  inctodod  chy  tour  baton  yor  flight  home  January  9.  Add  $100  for 
othside  or  $300  for  balcony  cabins!  “Per  pen  .  dbl  occ.  Airfare  to  extra 
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MISSISSIPPI 

BAPTISTS 

1.  Bethsaida  Church, 

Philadelphia,  recognizes 
its  youtn  Bible  drillers 
Haley  Pierce,  Regan 
Pierce,  and  nine-war  par¬ 
ticipant  Bethany  Flake. 

2.  Mississippi  Association 
recognizes  its  children 
and  youth  Bible  drill 
participants. 

3.  Rocky  Point  Church, 
Carthage,  recognizes  its 
Bible  drillers.  Shown  are 
Cody  Jenkins,  Hunter 
Grundy,  Cole  Williams, 
Jenna  Purvis,  Morgan 
Cain,  Hanna  Kuntz, 


4a.  South  Louisville  Church,  Lousiville,  children 


inH3 


Rushing,  Ka 
and  Nick  Jenl 


Jenkins, 


4.  South  Louisville  Church, 

Louisville  recognizes  its 
Bible  drillers.  Children: 
Bridget  McLendon, 
leader;  Kallie  Parks, 
Aliayn.)  Lovom,  Emily 
Davis,  leader;  back  row, 

-  Wsu  /.'ssts* 

Erik  Davis,  Jenna  Lovom, 
Brandon  Hemphil 
row,  Nicholas  Davis  and 
Zachary  Allen. 

5.  Oral  Church,  Sumrall 
recognizes  its  Bible 
drillers  Back  row:  Pastor 
Johnnv  Martin,  Maranda 
Hutson,  Brett  Cole,  Eric 
Bennett,  and 
Hutson;  front 
Hanna  Hutson,  Grace 
Hutson,  and  leader  Billie 
Ruth  Barrett. 


1.  Friendship  East  Church,  Charleston:  150th' 
anniversary,  June  6;  meet  and  greet  with 
donuts  and  coffee,  9  ajn.;  services,  10  a.m., 
folio  v.  ed  by  catered  lunch;  Harvey 
Donaldson,  speaker. 

2.  First  Church,  Boyle:  Homecoming,  May  30,  9 
a.m„  followed  by  noon  poouck  meal; 
Boundless  Love  and  others,  entertainment; 


m 

Mb 

■ _ 

L  '  E , 

4b.  South  Louisville  Church,  Louisville,  youth 

Mike  Can.  pastor 


3.  Ackerman  Church,  Ackwaman:  125th 
anniversary  and  homecoming.  May  23; 
services,  10  a.m.,  followed  by  noon 

i/s  potluck  meal.  _  -4 _ v 

4.  Bethel  Church,  Ox  berry:  Homecoming,  May 
30;  services,  11  ajn,  followed  by  covered  disn 
hinch  and  local  entertainment 


5.  Oral  Church,  Sumrall 


Bellevue  Church,  Pontotoc  County: 

Homecoming  and  revival.  May  16  -  19;  Sure, 
services  11  aan.,  followed  by  dinner,  fellowship, 
and  afternoon  singing;  Mon.  -  Vlfed.  7  pm;  Lee 
Graham,  speaker;  Tommy  burton,  pastor. 

Antioch  Church,  Monti  cello:  150th  anniver¬ 
sary  and  homecoming.  May  23;  Sunday  Sd*»L 
9-30  ajna  services  10:45  ajn,  followed  by  hutch 
and  afternoon  singing;  Jim  Futral  and  Archie 
Herring,  speakers. 

Grandview  Church,  Pearl:  50th  anniversary, 
June  27;  services,  1030  a.m,  followed  by  hinch. 

Causeyville  Church,  Meridian: 
Homecoming,  May  16;  services,  11  a.m,  fol¬ 
lowed  by  covered  dish  lunch;  Harold  Scott, 
speaker;  Chris  Lee,  music. 
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Bible  Studies  for  Life 

To  Love  and  To  Cherish 

Ephesians  521-33;  1  Peter  3:7 


WB  rather  governs  the  using  it  wisely  and  caring  for  it 
•  c  7  S  operation  of  authori-  When  God  saw  it  was  not  good 
^  ty— how  it  is  given  and  for  man  to  be  alone.  He  made 

received."  (Be  Rich,  by  woman  from  man  to  be  his  help- 
Si  I  Warren  W.  Wiersbe)  meet — his  wife,  his  com  ipietion. 

Jesus  taught  His  disci-  The  husband  was  established  by 
Duncan  pies  the  principle  of  God  as  the  head  or  leader  of  the 
submission  when  He  home  beginning  with  Adam, 
washed  their  feet  demonstrat-  This  does  not  speak  of  greater  or 
ing  the  use  of  His  authority  to  lesser  value  or  importance.  It 
build  up  other  people.  He,  also,  addresses  the  role  God  intended 
taught  deeming  others  more  in  His  divine  plan  for  each  mar- 
world  owes  important  than  oneself,  seeking  riage  partner.  If  both  husband 
the  best  for  them.  (Romans  ana  wife  are  committed  to  the 
12:10,  Philippians  2:1-4)  leadership  of  the  Lord,  and 

From  this  frame  of  refer-  since  husbands  are  answerable 
ence,  Paul  continued  his  to  God  for  their  leadership  in 


The  Jews  held  a  woman  in  By  the  time  of  1 
very  low  esteem  as  seen  in  her  Roman  family  life 

becoming  a  possession  of  her  wrecked  The  almost. _ 

husband  when  she  married—  of  the  ancient  world  was  perme- 
his  to  do  with  whatever  he  ated  by  infidelity  and  adulterous 
desired.  In  theory,  the  Jew  had  relationships,  sometimes  under 
the  highest  ideal  of  marriage,  the  guise  of  religion. 

In  reality,  however;  a  husband  *  _ 

could  divorce  is  wife  for  any  more  to  Christ  than  women, 
cause;  a  wife  could  divorce  her  This  lovely  passage  on  the  rela- 
husband  for  no  cause,  except  if  tionship  of  husband  and  wife 
he  were  a  leper  or  an  apostate,  was  to  ’'call  men  and  women  to 
In  die  time  of  die  coming  of  a  new  fidelity  and  a  new  puri- 
Christianity,  the  marriage  bond  ty  and  a  new  fellowship  in  the 
was  in  great  peril.  Young  married  life . . .  It  is  impossible 
Jewish  girls  were  refusing  to  to  exaggerate  the  cleansing 
marry  because  of  the  uncertain-  effect  that  Christianity  had  on 
ly  of  the  position  of  a  wife.  ordinary  everyday  home  life  in 

The  situation  was  worse  in  the  ancient  world."  (The 
the  Greek  world  where  prosti-  Letters  to  the  ...  Ephesians,  by 
tution  was  an  essential  part  of  William  Barclay) 

Greek  life.  The  husband  Paul  stressed  living  in  har- 
expected  his  wife  to  manage  mony  with  one  another  as  the 
his  home,  take  care  of  his  legit-  basis  for  Ephesians  5:21 — 
imate  children,  but  he  found  'Submit  to  one  another  out  of 


this  life,  it  will  be  dealt 
with  in  the  next  to  our 
detriment 

Get  right  with  God  - 
Lev.  524  16 
Verse  14  transitions 
to  the  "The  Guilt 
Offering,"  and 


Do  right  when  you  do  wrong 

Leviticus  5:1, 4-5, 14-16;  6:1-7 


toward  these  actions. 
(Tidball,  Bible  Speaks 


Acknowledge  your  wrongdo-  today,  Leviticus,  pg  73) 

ing -Lev  5:1, 4-5  James  4:17  says,  H 

The  book  of  Leviticus  pro-  Anyone,  then,  who  knows 
vides  more  explicit  instruction  to  the  good  he  ought  to  do  and  doesn't 
Israel  concerning  the  actual  do  if,  sins.  As  modem  day 
atonement  process  for  sin,  out-  American  Christians  many  of  us 
lining  five  sacrifices:  the  whole  dwell  in  assemblies  that  are 
burnt  offering,  grain  offering,  sin  infected  with  the  virus  of  silence 
offering,  guilt  offering  and  fel-  and  denial  of  wrongdoing  We 
lowship  offering.  The  first  three  think  that  if  we  just  "sweep 
were  voluntary  acts  of  worship,  things  under  the  nig"  or  "pre- 
the  last  two,  were  mandatory.  A  tend  that  nothing  is  wrong,  or 
good  study  Bible  will  explain  the  "constantly  blame  others  that 
significance  of  each;  here  we  will  in  time  everything  will  be  for- 
look  at  tire  sin  and  guilt  offering,  gotten  and  go  bade  to  normal. 

In  the  first  few  vases  of  chap-  You  will  not  find  that  taught  in 
ter  5,  God  specifies  that  it  is  sin-  Scripture,  but  you  will  ford  it 
fill  to  withhold  testimony,  to  not  practiced  by  the  Father  of  Lies, 
maintain  ceremonial  purity  and  When  we  are  guilty  of  these 
to  make  careless  commitments,  offenses,  God's  Word  is  _dea t 
God  was  emphasizing  to  Israel  "we  must  confess  our  sin"  and 
that  even  if  we  unknowingly  bring  an  offering  to  the  Lord, 
commit  these  sins,  we  are  still  Sin  must  be  acknowledged  and 
held  liable  for  them,  we  must  dealt  with  according  to  God's 
not  have  a  "casual  attitude,"  Word,  for  if  it  is  not  dealt  with  in 


outlining  the  sex-erity  ot  delib-  brother  or  sister  a 
erate  dishonesty  and  decep-  Search  your  h 
tion.  Again  the  Lore”  com-  mind  .  .  .stop  d< 
mands  are  unmistakable,  obvious  wrongc 
When  someone  deliberately  and  ask /offer  to 
deceives  someone  else,  restitution! 

amends  must  be  made  if  at  all  - 

possible.  "Hr  must  moke  restitu-  Hazard  is  mm 
tion  in  fulL  "  /ism.  First  Church, 
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.  William  Carey  University 
student  Wendy  Wells  of 
Hurley  and  dean  of  the 
School  of  Business  Cheryl 
Dale  were  recognized  for 
their  HEADWAE  honors 
at  the  William  Carey 
University  Convocation 
held  recently  on  the 
Hattiesburg  campus. 

I  Gaston  Smith,  professor 
emeritus  of  mathematics; 
Anna  Holladay  Nelson, 
winner  of  the  William 
Carey  University  Circle  of 
Excellence  Award  from  the 


School  of  Education;  and 
Barry  Morris,  dean  of  the 
school  of  education;  are 
shown  following  the 
Homecoming  Circle  of 
Excellence  Awards  Dinner. 


.  William  Carey  University 
students  Justin  Gunter  of 
Wiggins,  Chatinoda 


4.  Gunter;  Una  go,  and  Cofield 

in  College  held  Davis,  Colt 


•4  «»iT-g  U-MM.-J 


recipients  of  Jenkins 
Chastain  Citizenship 
Awards.  The  highest 
honor  given  bv  the  univer¬ 


sity. 

who  have  made  die  most 


significant  contributions 
to  student  and  campus  life 
in  exemplifying  those 
qualities  of  ritizenshi 
upheld  y  the  university. 


Ci  i.w 


Meadville  Church,  Meadville,  has  called 
Johnny  Bowlin  as  pastor,  effective  Apr.  18. 
He  is  an  Alabama  native,  a  graduate  of 
New  Orleans  Seminary,  and  formerly 
served  Arm  Church,  Lawrence 
Association.  He  is  shown  with  his  wife, 
Melinda,  and  daughter.  Grade. 


Calvary  Church,  Greenville,  has  called 
Greg  Lassett  as  pastor.  He  and  his  wife. 
Jasmine,  have  tow  boys,  Camren  and 
Cooper.  He  is  a  native  of  Indianola  and  a 
graduate  of  Mid-America  Seminary. 

Park  Haven  Church,  Laurel,  welcomes  its 
new  pastoc  Tom  Cheeks,  and  his  wife,  Vicky. 


Blue  Mountain  College  held 
its  BSU  Summer  Missions 
commissioning  service  Apr. 
28,  with  the  mane,  Be  A 
Fragrant  Aroma.  Tracy 
Moser  welcomed  partici¬ 
pants,  with  several  people 
speakmg,  singing,  prayijg, 
and  challenging  the  stu¬ 
dents.  Summer  workers 
indude  Hannah  Easley, 
Tracy  Holland,  Lauren 
McGee,  Hayley  Pardue, 
Haley  Taylor,  Casey  Ortnec 
Brian  Blau;  Sarah  Cox,  Kyle 


Davis,  Cole  Edwards,  Chris 
McClure,  and  Rod  Pitta. 
Summer  missionaries 
indude  Jacob  Blair;  Charlie 
Cisco,  Rachel  Clark,  Lee 
Davis,  Cyle  Haulcomb, 
Chelsea  Jones,  Bartley 
Nethery,  Jordan  Norris, 
Michal  Roberson, 

Tuesdae  Rowland,  Hanna 
Sizemore,  Logan 

Strachan,  and  Emmanuel 
Bland.  Others  serving  are 
Chelsea  Funderburk  mid 
Christian  Russell. 
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K.  The  Bowlins! 


6.  The  Cheeks 
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